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Grow in Grace 

T he apostle Peter ends his second letter with this admonition: “But 

grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ.” (2 Peter 3:18) 

 

For any Christian, growing in the grace and knowledge of Christ should be of 

the highest priority. A professing believer who has no interest in knowing and 

obeying Christ better is in a bad way. What Peter does not tell us is how: how 

do we grow in grace and knowledge? Let me suggest a couple of ways. 

 

The primary way of growth is worship. A Christian who is careless or indiffer-

ent to Lord’s Day worship is a Christian who is not growing. Surveys show 

most Christians overestimate their attendance in public worship; that is, they 

think they’re present more than they actually are. The key here is to make at-

tendance in worship a given. A non-negotiable. You are present unless provi-

dentially hindered, which is to say, you’re sick or your car dies on the drive to 

church. Whether to be in worship on Sunday is not a decision to be made on a 

week-to-week basis. By the way, if you teach your children that their sports 

league takes precedence over Lord’s Day worship, they will likely learn the 

lesson well. 

 

Consider attendance on Sunday night as well. When I started growing as a 

Christian, the Sunday evening service became precious to me—I got to go 

back and worship again! More Scripture, more singing, more preaching. A 

growing Christian is a hungry Christian. Most churches have done away with 

the evening service. Think about it: suddenly one’s exposure to the Word of 

God is cut in half. Is it any surprise that biblical ignorance abounds, even 

among professing Christians? 

 

Make the most of Sunday worship by preparing for it. Read over the order of 

worship in advance. Look over the hymns. Read the sermon text. Be sure to 

get a good night’s rest. 

 

Mere head knowledge doesn’t automatically mean growth in grace. But a lack 

of head knowledge virtually guarantees no growth in grace. We are trans-

formed by the renewing of our minds (Roman 12:2). 

 

That brings us to a second way to grow in the grace and knowledge of Christ—

reading. 
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Alan Johnson 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

 

Chris & Stephanie Jackson, and children David, Adelyn, and Caleb—8-27-17 
 

Coney & Chris Mullininx, and children Sarah, and Joshua Mullininx—8-6-17 
 

(continued  from previous page) 

 

Read your Bible. Follow a reading plan. Pick a book of the Bible and read a chapter a day. But read. Read in-

tentionally. Read consistently. But read. Respond in prayer to what you’re reading. Reading your Bible on 

your own cannot replace the preaching of it. But your own reading supplements the preaching, and that on a 

daily, not weekly, basis. 

 

Read good Christian books. We’ve got a church library full of them. Ask me for suggestions. Be discerning—

there’s a lot of twaddle out there. Read biographies. Read books on theology. Read books on the Christian life. 

Read books on Christian apologetics. Some have noted that scanning the internet has diminished our ability to 

concentrate for any length of time. Fight the trend by concentrating on a good Christian book. Of course, the 

overall purpose is not to add another book to our “have read” list, but to learn and grow by it. 

 

You say, “I don’t have time. I don’t have time to read, and sometimes I don’t have time for worship.” Remem-

ber, we all have the same amount of time. While necessities dictate some uses of our time, much of our time is 

still discretionary. As with money, our use of time shows where our heart is. Far more accurately than our 

words, our use of time shows who is God—or god—of our heart. 

 

Devote time to worship and reading. Your soul will thank you for eternity. 

BAPTISM 

Joshua Mullininx   August 6, 2017  

 

Calling all kids ages 3-13! It’s that time of year again! We will be starting rehearsals for 

the Christmas Musical on Tuesday evenings 7:00-8:30 p.m. on September 5th. For more 

information contact Jennifer Taylor (taylorkhandan@yahoo.com). 

 

CHRISTMAS MUSICAL REHEARSALS 

OPPC EMAILS 

If you are not receiving weekly email bulletins and other helpful informative emails from OPPC, please con-

tact the office and give us your correct email address (770-476-7945 or office@oldpeachtree.org). 



 

Moisés and Lourdes Zapata 

Presbyterian Evangelical Fellowship (PEF) 

September, 2017 
 

The story of Moisés and Lourdes Zapata is a story about God’s grace. Married 

without their parent’s approval, problems began to arise that made home life un-

bearable. Although their personal life was in turmoil, Moisés had several success-

ful business ventures, including a construction company, a Texaco dealership, and 

a retail outlet. All of this was accomplished prior to Moisés earning his engineer-

ing degree from the University of Yucatan. In spite of their apparent “success”, it 

became obvious to Moisés and Lourdes that money was not the final solution to 

their problems. 
 

One day, Moisés (an unbeliever) decided to send his children to a Christian camp. Lourdes was fearful this 

would be one more of Moisés’ tricks, so she decided to go as well. God used an Argentinean evangelist to 

bring Lourdes to saving faith. So, Lourdes became a Christian, but not Moisés. Soon after, Lourdes managed 

to convince Moisés to attend church. At first, he entertained himself during the “boring worship service” by 

observing all of the “hypocrites” rather than paying attention to the message. But the Lord had His plan as He 

always does… after only a few sermons Moisés became convicted of his sin and finally embraced Jesus as his 

only hope. 
 

When the Lord began to call Moisés to serve the church full time he resisted; after all, his father had been a 

financial poor pastor all his life, and Moisés hated poverty. However, the Lord prevailed, and Moisés surren-

dered. After a crash English course, he enrolled in Reformed Theological Seminary, Jackson, MS. He gradu-

ated with a Masters in Divinity (1983) and a Masters in Christian Education (1984). 
 

After seminary, Moisés and family (Lourdes, Keren, Josué, and Esther) returned to Yucatan. After six years of 

pastoral work in Yucatan and teaching at San Pablo Seminary in Mérida, the Zapatas crossed the México/USA 

border and in October 1990, Moisés became the first coordinator for the Mission to the World/Mission to 

North America (MTW/MNA) Border Evangelism and Mercy Ministries (BEAMM), a program that promoted 

Godly, Christian relationships and partnerships between Mexico and the United States pastors and churches.  

During his time with MTW/MNA, he helped to establish an extension of the San Pablo Seminary (Merida, Yu-

catan) and developed curriculum and lead theological education for several other Mexican seminaries. He also 

planted and pastored four churches in Mexico and two churches in El Paso, TX, and incorporated a church in 

Laredo, TX and established many mercy ministries. With the Lord’s blessing, several of these churches are 

today revitalized, alive, and successful! 
 

Around 2012, Moisés moved to PEF and was elected to serve as the Moderator of a presbytery of the National 

Presbyterian Church of Mexico. In January 2014, the Presbytery sent Moisés to pastor Puerta de Salvación 

Church of Valladolid, a city halfway between Mérida and Cancún. After spending three and a half years in the 

Yucatán Peninsula, Lourdes and Moisés returned to El Paso, TX. From El Paso, Moisés continues his efforts 

to serve as a mentor and adviser of pastors and church planters on both sides of the Border. Moisés is thor-

oughly convinced that the Lord has asked him to help promote the Christian faith among the Hispanic popula-

tion in the United States, particularly the border cities of El Paso, TX (one of the safest cities in the country) 

and Ciudad Juarez (one of the most dangerous cities in Mexico). Moisés does not work with just believers, but 

whenever God opens a door, Moisés jumps to teach people how to study the Bible, and even uses “Sí, Jesús”, a 

Spanish version of the Calvinistic points. 

 

Please pray for Moisés and Lourdes Zapata! 

MISSIONARY  HIGHLIGHT 



 

NEW FALL SUNDAY SCHOOL—September 3, 2017 

SEPTEMBER – NOVEMBER  –  2017     

               
Nursery      Upper level - Nursery     

Disciples in Diapers 

  Teachers: Mayumi Yamazaki &         

                             Meggin Garner 

 

2’s & 3’s Upper level - Toddler     

God’s Family 

Teacher: Jennifer Taylor 

 

4’s-1st Upper level – Preschool  

God Created all Things 

Teacher: Ashley Deighton 

 

Grades 2-4  Lower level – 5 

Worshipping God 

Teachers: Owen & Tina Malcolm 

Grades 5 & 6 Lower level – 3 

Genesis 

Teacher: Sandy Butler 

 

Grades 7 & 8 Lower level – 8 

Knowing the God Who Is 

Teacher: Dianne Ellison 

 

High School                 Youth Room              

Giving an Answer 

Teachers: Jeff & Janice Mutchler 

 

Adult 1                    Fellowship Hall            

People Jesus Noted 

Teacher: Steve Bennett 

 

Adult 2                    Lower level – 6           

Building a Godly Home 

Teacher: Rick Appleton 

 

WOMENS BIBLE STUDIES 

TUESDAY, September 12 — Please join us! We will start our Women’s Study at 9:45 a.m. in the fellowship 

hall. We will study, Through His Eyes: God’s Perspective on Women in the Bible by Jerram Barrs ($10). 

Childcare will be provided.  

 

SATURDAY, September 16, (starts), at 9:00 a.m. in the fellowship hall. We are studying Through His Eyes: 

God’s Perspective on Women in the Bible by Jerram Barrs ($10). Childcare is not provided for the Saturday 

study.  

 

EXPLORERS CLASS 

Join our next Explorers Class to begin on Sunday, September 10, during the Sunday School hour (9:45 a.m.). 

This class, led by the pastor, is for anyone who would like to join OPPC or simply learn more about us. 

 

JOHNS CREEK SMALL GROUP 

Owen and Tina Malcolm will host The Johns Creek Small Group starting after Labor Day, on Wednesday, 

September 6, at 7:00 p.m. The group follows an every other week format. The first meetings will be on 9/6/17, 

9/20/17, and 10/4/17. A week or two in November or December will likely be changed for the holidays. Con-

tact Owen or Tina for information (owen.malcolm@uniteducp.com or tinammalcolm@gmail.com). 

CHURCH WORK DAY—October 21 

Mark your calendar and please save Saturday, October 21, for our Church Work Day. 



 

    NURSERY SCHEDULE - SEPTEMBER 2017 
           

DATE                 11:00 a.m.                          GREETER                6:00 p.m. 
                          (10:45 at table) 
 

  9/3                 Bennett, Raine O.             Jennifer Taylor       No Service 

 

  9/10    Akin, Derr, Lauren M.                   Ann Elmer        Foster, Smith 

   

  9/17      Malcolm, Sickert, Elizabeth T.               Julie Schramm        Butler, J. Horner 

 

  9/24  Larson, Rowe, Sarah T.            Tara Carter            Covington 

 

  

   ————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 
 

LINK DEADLINE: Please turn in articles and information for the October LINK by Tuesday, September 28. 
 

Old Peachtree Presbyterian Church exists to glorify God and to extend the kingdom of Jesus Christ. To  

accomplish this end, Old Peachtree aims to be a church that is continually growing in vital worship, in  

theological depth, in true fellowship, in assertive evangelism, and in deeds of compassion. The distinctive- 

ness of Old Peachtree is in its desire to be Presbyterian in government and Reformed in theology, with the  

vitality that comes from evangelism and discipleship. 
 

Old Peachtree Presbyterian Church              office@oldpeachtree.org 

1756 Old Peachtree Road               www.oldpeachtree.org 

Duluth, GA  30097                            

770-476-7945 (office) 

 

First Sunday Lunch 
 

Join us for First Sunday Lunch on September 3. Please invite your friends and neighbors. 
 

Communion Week 
 

We celebrate the Lord’s Supper in the morning service on September 10. We have communion on the second 

Sunday every month. 
 

Deacons Meeting 
 

The Deacons meet the second Wednesday of every month at 7:00 p.m.in the fellowship hall (September 13). 
 

Session Meeting  
 

The Session meets the fourth Wednesday of every month at 7:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall (September 27). 
 

Youth Group 
 

All 6th grade -12th graders, even college students, are welcome to join us for dinner at 5:30 on Sundays except 

for the first Sunday of each month.  
 

Ladies Night Out 
 

Ladies, join us on Thursday, September 21, at 7:00 p.m. for our Ladies Night Out. It will be a night of prayer 

and fellowship at Jane Patete’s home. 

 
 

MEETINGS AND GROUPS 


